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The Man of Destiny- Waiting for Godot-Golde n 4/19, Enigma was the word 
Downtown-85 E 25. for the day when the NY critics filed diverse views on Sam- 
Revival of Shaw play pre- uel Beckett's play produced by Michael Myerberg. Only 
sented by Engrav Players. two outright 'con' votes were filed. Chapman, News, listed 
Directed by Anthony Car- it only as a fantastic stage stunt, if you like stungs, while 
bone. Coleman, Mirror, found it lengthy, and not always interest- 

ing vaudeville. On the 'pro' side Atkinson, Times, and 

The Changeling-Shake- Watts, Post, both found it fascinating, puzzling and convinc- 
espearean Theater Work- ing as aplay. They agreed with mild 'pro' views filed by 
shop-729E 6, 4/26. Thom- Kerr, Herald Tribune, and Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, 
as Middleton Elizabethan that portrayals of Bert Lahr, E,G, Marshall, Kurt Kaznar 
thriller directed by Earl and Alvin Epstein were outstanding. Theatregoers can rail 
Sennett. at it, but they cannot ignore it, commented Atkinson, Times, 

because Beckett is a valid writer. Kerr, Herald Tribune, 
Next Week did wish that author was as much in touch with his public 
as actor Lahr is. Thecritics agreed in a general way 

Wake Up Darling-Barry- that the author was portraying his futile view of life, but 
more 5/2... Absalom-122- most left the exact meaning up to each playgoer to decide 
2nd -5/2...Most Happy for himself. 

Fella-Imperial 5/3... Doll 

House-G. Mews 5/7... Ice- The King and I- City Center 4/18. Unanimous rave re- 

man Cometh-Circle 5/8 views won by NYC Light Opera Company first spring 
production, Zachary Scott and Jan Clayton were praised by 

MacArthur Eulogy all reviewers for heading a fine cast of revival of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein hit. Notable version, comments Times 

Ben Hecht delivered the man. Though production shows some traces of the ware- 
eulogy at Charles MacArthur house, the score remains luminous, notes Kerr, Herald 
funeral, If the world had been Tribune. Mirror and Journal American aisle-sitters noted 
fpeopled by MacArthurs it that at the low price scale it was the best musical bargain 
would be a world in which in town, There was hardly a dissenting word in the crowd, 
people charmed each other 
let each other alone, in wh- Hits Revisited 
ich people knew each other's ~ 
secrets, but never intru7e™ Add two more fine notices for Claudette Colbert's por- 
upon each other. In the many trayal in Janus. Hawkins, WT&S, and Hobe, Variety joined 
years I knew him, Hecht said, colleagues who found actress charming in role she is hold- 
I never heard him utter a ing down for Margaret Sullavan for several months. 
boast on any subject, Inter- 
denominational service was 
conducted at Campbell Fun- 
eral Chapel, NYC. 
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The theatre's annual dose of 
spring fever--known by some as the 
“award season''--opened with the se- 
lection of the NY Drama Critics Cir- 
cle of The Diary of Anne Frank, My 
Fair Lady, and Tiger at the Gates as 
the be st new American, musical and 
foreign plays of the year. There was 
a minor dispute when some consider- 
ed The Diary of Anne Frank a foreign 
play, not an American one. _ 


Plays 


The National Theatre of Oslo 
will present Peer Gynt on Broadway 
next season under the sponsorship of 
S. Hurok,..Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
road company opens in Chicago Oct 1 
.-- Theatre Guild will move next 
door from its present location to 
27 W 53. 


Players 


Judy Holliday will star in Theatre 
Guild musical The Bells Are Ringing 
next season... Andy Griffith leaves cast 
of No Time for Sergeants July 30... 
Gordon Pollock and his wife, missing on 
flight from Detroit, have not been found 
...Arthur Bronson, Variety, died of 
heart attack, at age 53... Charles Mac- 
Arthur died of kidney ailment at age 
60. 


Other Broadways 


President Eisenhower has called 
a meeting with advisors to confer on 
the possibility of setting up a type of 
decoration for citizens who distinguish 
themselves in the arts, letters and sci- 
ences...Creditors of Chicago Lyric 
Theatre have asked the court to place 
the company in receivership. . 


Summer Playhouses 


Tinton Falls, NJ 1500 seat outdoor thea- 
tre to be opened July 7 with festival of 3 Mol- 
iere plays... Elitch's Gardens, Denver, opens 
its 66th season June 17...Romeo and Juliet 
production of Shakespearewrights will tour 
as a summer package... Amoury Productions 
will open its 2nd season at American Legion 
Park, Ephrata, Pa june...Summer plays to 
be tested include Lentil with Jenny Hecht, 
and Dark Angel With Basil Rathbone and 
Signe Hasso. 


LegalDept 


Council of Stock Theatres has filed 
charges against Actors Equity with NLRB 
to restrain Equity from imposing its new 
summer stock wage rates, Manager's group 
had understood new rates would start in 
1957, not 1956. 


Theatre TV Notes 


The Star Wagon by Maxwell Anderson 
will be presented on "Playhouse 90'' CBS TV 
...Deirdre Owens replaced Susan Strasberg 
in NBC TV Cradle Song May 6, and Evelyn 
Varden repiaced Helen Hayes. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Eddie Cantor and Dan Dailey will portray 
the leads in Gregory Ratoff's film production 
of The Fifth Season which will be made in NY 
in july” 


Theatre Record Notes 


RCA Victor will record original cast al- 
bum of Shangri-La, 


Vaudeville 
New Radio City Music Hall revue feature 


golden era of minstrelsy. Les Charlivelis and 
Alcetty are included, 


THREE DRINK PLAY... The theatre, perhaps because it is a communal enterprise and 
so multiplies one customer's joy by every other costumer's joy, has a curious carry 
over quality, a tendency to extend its heady good will on into the night, comments 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, We expect its brimming enchantments to have a little stay- 
ing power, to last until we can get over a table with a few equally fortunate friends 
and catalogue our joint delights. Critic will in future note if project of evening was 
a two drink, three drink, or no-drink play. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Chapman, News, hopes Inherit the Wind will win the Pulitzer 
Prize... Last minute opening night cancellations by certain columnists and editors 
annoy legit press agent, Variety survey reveals. Tickets returned late often go to 
waste... Nothing is more heartening about the current season than the fact that 
Diary of Anne Frank, The Lark, Tiger at the Gates and The Chalk Garden have 
all drawn appreciative audiences, cheers Atkirso,Times. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX,..Garson Kanin's constant attention as directOrto Diary of Anne 
Frank is responsible for keeping the performances fresh, producer Kermit Bloom- 
garden, wrote to Variety. ..Sabbaticals for drama critics to give them time to get 
out of NYC and into the open air of the rest of the US was suggested by Times read- 
er... Locked lobby doors to keep the breeze away from box office employees is 
hardly part of the NY Fire Dept code for safety, points out a C.D, subscriber. 


COLUMN TIPS,.. Tallulah Bankhead's tantrums in Boston have aged Ziegfeld Follies 
producer Richard Kollmar, hears Winchell... Ingrid Bergman plans to play one 
performance, Sept 22,in NY in Joan at the Stake, reports Walker. 


INTERVIEW Hi-LITES... Imagination and indestructibility are the two essentials needed 
to fit into the acting profession, explained Ruth Gordon, The Matchmaker to Cook, 
Post. To be indestructible you have to avoid the nice side paths. Illness, money, 
marriage--all sorts of provokin' things...Myron McCormick, No Time For Ser- 
geants ,is a backer in revival of Goodbye Again, Herridge, Post, learned. The actor 
portrayed a bit part of a bellboy in the 1932 original. Jimmy Stewart also had a 


small part . — 


PROS & CONS BY T.M.K 


The King and I is givena fine 
production at City Center. With sole 
exception of title player the cast is 
excellent, Large stage area is once 
again used to good advantage by dir- 
ector. Show is hurt, though not too 
badly, by Brando type portrayal of 
King. One can only wonder why Leo- 
nard Graves, who played role on road 
and is in current cast, was not given 
the lead, 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


Eastward in Edenis given a beautiful but 
dull production at the comfortable Actors 
Playhouse. As both acting and writing were 
uneven--with some effective moments of both 
--the result was a long, rambling evening. 
Group itself deserves prize for revamping 
small house into one of the handsomest and 
most comfortable of the Village showcases. 
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OFF 


BROADWAY 


Newest addition to the Off Broadway 
movement is the Chanin Auditorium, 
122 E 42,a comfortable 192 seat house on 
top of the Chanin Bldg. Witocover-Lutz 
will present 3 short plays under the title 
Three Times Three, Plays include GBS' 
"How He Lied to Her Husband", John Mad- 
dison Morton's "Box and Cox"', and John 
Heywood's merrye Playe.'"' Each play 
has 3 characters and only 3 actors will 
be signed to play the 9 roles. 


Frederick O'Neal, Robert Lorgia, 
and Peggy Feury will have leading roles 
in the Man With the Golden Arm opening 
May 2i at Cherry Lane... Opening perfor- 
mance of The Iceman Cometh at Circle 
in Square May 8 will start at 2 PM for con- 
venience of critics... Jane Connell has re- 
placed Bea Arthur, Three Penny Opera, 


Eastward in Eden presented at 
Actors Playhouse was approved by Gelb, 
Times, and Hudson, World-Telegram & 
Sun. Times reviewer noted that though 
production was uneven, it is a sincere 
effort and has enough poetry to merit a 
quiet evening's meditation. While latter 
critic thought it was staged with intell- 
igence and care and handsomely mounted. 
Play originally was seen on Broadway 
briefly in 1947 and was picked as one of 
"Best Ten Plays of Year" for Dodd, Mead 
volume. 


Mary Stuart presented at Guild 
Hall, West End Av & 87th, was rated as 
a dignified revival, replete with well- 
read verse and a couple of stirring act- 
ing jobs, by Geor, Variety...GBS dou- 
ble bill at Cherry Lane is freshly and 
admirably staged and acted, and adds up 
to one of the most delightful theatrical 
evenings of the season, adds Watts, Post, 
to pro notice earlier filed by Post drama 
editor Herridge. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 
COMMENTS 


My Fair Lady original cast album 
(Columbia) is in for as lengthy and pop- 
ular run as the show itself, approved 
H, K. Herald Tribune, Though the disc 
does not give you too many of the lines or- 
iginally written by GBS it brilliantly pre- 
serves the scintillation and spirit of the 
stage production, 


OUT 
OF 


TOWN 


Boston playing host to 3 shows- 
Ziegfeld Follies, Wke Up Darling, and 
Teahouse August Moon,.. Chicago also 
host to trio-The Lovers, Inherit the Wind, 
Teahouse of August Moon... Touring com- 
pany of Damn Yankee in Cleveland... Bus 
Stop playing in Detroit...The Bad Seed 
with Nancy Kelly in Minneapolis...Shan- 
gri-La opened in New Haven... Most Happy 
Fella continues in Philadelphia... Anas- 
tasia in St Louis... Anniversary Waltz and 
Reclining Figure in San Francisco, 


For Stage Struck Only 


* Keep fully informed of current NYC thea- 
tre scene the easy way. Weekly NYC theatre 
newsletter, now in 8thyear , digests all thea- 
tre reviews, comments, news. 


*Reviews of Broadway, Off Broadway, Summ- 
er Theatre, etc. $25 per year $6.50 quarter. 
Published 52 weeks per year. 


CRITICAL DIGEST-139 E 47, NYC- 


r 

wey 

> 

3 

in 


: 
- 


